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India’s native black tiger
shrimp makes a comeback

From near extinction in exports after years of disease-led setbacks, the
shrimp variety is reclaiming its place in premium global markets

SHINE JACOB
Chennai, 5 July

Tiger Zinda Hai! The title of
Salman Khan's 2017 block-
buster has become an apt
metaphor for the resurgence of
India’s only indigenous com-
mercially farmed shrimp
species —the black tiger.

Once India’s flagship pre-
mium shrimp export, black
tiger lost ground after 2010 as
recurring outbreaks of white
spot syndrome virus (WSSV),
import restrictions in key mar-
kets including the United
States, Japanand the European
Union, and the rapid rise of
Vannamei shrimp, a species
native to the eastern Pacific
coast of the Americas, stretch-
ing from Mexico to Peru,
eroded itsdominance.

Now, after more than a
decadeindecline, thespecieshas
staged aremarkable recovery.

From a peak export value of
$833 million on shipments of
76,480 tonnes in 2011-12, black
tiger exportsslumped to $108.9
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million and 10,317 tonnes by
2020-21. Many in the industry
had effectively written off the
species. Yet within five years,
the indigenous shrimp has
engineered a revival, with
exportsclimbingto $568.31 mil-
lion on volumes of 61,780
tonnes in 2025-26, the highest
level in 13 years. That repre-
sents more than a fourfold
increase in value from the FY21
trough. Supported by a weaker
rupee, export earningstouched
a record 4,974 crore in local
currency terms.

Black tiger’s decline, mean-
‘while, paved the way for Vanna-
mei shrimp, which emerged as
the key revenue-generator for
Indianseafood exporters. Intro-
duced into India only in 2009
and exported commercially
from 2011-12, Vannamei has
seenexportearningssurge from
just $397.81 million in its debut
year to $4.76 billion in 2025-26.
The variety now accounts for
more than 65 per cent of India’s
marine export earnings.

“The crisis which Tiger
shrimp went through in the
2010s was unparalleled. It was
almostawashout for the variety
because of that disease out-
break. We even faced import
restrictions in countries like
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Japan and the United States.
Now, Tiger has scripted a rare
comebackin the marine indus-
try,” PJawahar, chairman of the
Marine Products Export Devel-
opment Authority (MPEDA),
told Business Standard on the
sidelines of the National Skill
Olympiad on Seafood Value
Addition in Chennai last week.
“In the past one year alone,
exportvalueincreased by 38 per
cent to$568 million.”

‘Why black tiger lost
itscrown

India was long regarded as the
natural home of black tiger
shrimp. In 2010, the species
accounted for nearly 80 per
cent of the country’s shrimp
exports and around 11 per cent
of overall marine exports. But
recurring outbreaks of WSSV
from the late 1990s steadily
pressured the sector.

Highly vulnerable todisease
and stress, farming for black
tigershrimpincreasingly relied
on antibiotics as a preventive

measure. Disease outbreaks
alsodepressed farm productiv-
ity and returns. Japan was the
first to impose 100 per cent
inspectiononIndianblacktiger
shipments after detecting the
banned antibiotic furazolidone
in farmed shrimp. Several other
importing nations subse-
quently followed with similar
restrictions.

“It was Vannamei that
helped the Indian farmers sus-
tain during this time, and they
shifted to this variety,” Jawahar
said.  Vannamei offered
multiple commercial advan-
tages: Faster growth, higher sur-
vival rates, greater stocking
density, superior feed conver-
sion, higher productivity and,
crucially, access to specific
pathogen free (SPF) broodstock.

The comeback

The turnaround began with an
early government interven-
tion. Recognising the risk of
black tiger farming disappear-
ing altogether, the Ministry of

SANDEEP KUMAR

Teejan Bai, the legendary
Pandavani exponent who
took Chhattisgarh’s tradi-
tional storytelling art to audi-
ences across the world, died
early Sunday at AIIMS Raipur
after a prolonged illness.
She was 70.

A Padma Vibhushan
awardee, Teejan Bai trans-
formed Pandavani from a re-
gional folk tradition into a
globally recognised perform-
ance art. Her commanding
voice, dramatic stage pres-
ence, and vivid retelling of

OBITUARY | TEEJAN BAI (1956-2026)

The greatest voice of
Pandavani falls silent

PHOTO: X/PRESIDENT OF INDIA

with Padma

in2019

Teejan Bai was

stories from the -
rata made her one of India’s
most celebrated folk artistes.

Born in 1956 in Ganiyari
village near Bhilai in present-
day Chhattisgarh, Teejan Bai
developed an interest in Pan-
davani as a child after watch-
ing her maternal grandfather
perform. Published sources
differ on her exact date of
birth, with April 24 and Au-
gust 8, 1956, both appearing
in official records and archi-
val accounts. At a time when
the art form was almost en-
tirely dominated by men, she
chose to pursue it despite so-
cial barriers.

Traditionally, Pandavani
was performed either in the
seated Vedamati style or the
more theatrical standing Ka-
palik style, both largely prac-
tised by male performers.
Teejan Bai broke that con-
vention, becoming the first
‘woman to perform in the Ka-
palikstyle. Her energetic per-
formances, marked by
expressive acting and power-
ful narration, redefined the
art form and inspired gener-
ations of artistes.

In recognition of her con-
tribution to Indian folk cul-

then

ture, she received the Padma
Shri, the Padma Bhushan,
and the Padma Vibhushan,
India’s second-highest civil-
ian honour.

She was named Teejan
because she was born on the
day of the Teej festival. She
belonged to the Pardhi com-
munity, one of the commu-
nities that had been notified

a “criminal tribe” under
the British-era Criminal
Tribes Act of 1871. The law
was repealed in 1952.

Despite never attending
school as a child, Teejan Bai
later completed her educa-
tion up to Class V through an
adult literacy programme.

Kovind

“Her passing is an irreparable
loss to the world of art and
culture,” he wrote on X.

President Droupadi
Murmu said Teejan Bai
brought the stories of the
‘Mahabharata to life with her
powerful voice, commanding
stage presence, and distinc-
tivestyle. She said the artiste’s
dedication and years of prac-
tice helped carry Chhattis-
garh’s Pandavani tradition to
audiences across India and
abroad, adding that her
contribution to preserving
and promoting India’s cul-
tural heritage would always
be remembered.

Her artistic a
earned her four honorary
Doctor of Literature (DLitt)
degrees. Over the course of
her career, she performed
across India and in several
countries, including France
and Germany.

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi expressed grief over her
death, saying she had given
Chhattisgarh’s folk art global
recognition through her
extraordinary performances.

Where th

liveson

Pandavani is a traditional folk
performance of Chhattisgarh
based on episodes from the
Mahabharata. Popular among
communities such as the
Pardhi and Dewar, it combines
storytelling, singing, and the-
atre. The lead performer nar-
rates and enacts different
characters while accompany-
ing musicians provide vocal
and instrumental support.

Commerce and Industry,
through MPEDA, initiated
revival measures back in 2014.
According to Jawahar, set-
ting up a nucleus breeding
centre in the Andaman and
Nicobar Islands that year
proved to be the inflection
point. The facility focused on
domesticating and selectively
breeding black tiger shrimp,
reducing dependence on dis-
ease-prone wild broodstock.
The resulting broodstock was
subsequently supplied to
hatcheries as quality parent
stock for seed production.
“This ensured that farmers
got high-quality pathogen-free
black tiger seed, improving sur-
vival rates and productivity. This
‘wasfollowed by training farmers
inbetter management practices
and antibiotic-free farming. All
these helped black tiger’s
return,” said Anil Kumar P, joint
director (marketing) at MPEDA.
Industry sources attribute
the revival to a combination of
scientific intervention, tighter
farm-level controls and diplo-
maticengagement. Followinga
series of bilateral discussions,
Japan lifted its import restric-
tions on Indian black tiger
shrimp in December 2020.

‘The next growth story
According to Kumar, expan-
ding into newer markets such
as China and the European
Union has reinforced the
recovery of India’s premium
indigenous shrimp. The Euro-
pean Union could emerge as
the principal growth engine,
particularly if the proposed
India-EU free-trade agreement
materialises. Ecuador, India’s
principal competitor in the seg-
ment, currently enjoys the
advantage of zero-duty access
into the EU market.

India exported 1,972,018
tonnes of seafood worth
73,890.46 crore ($8.46 billion)
during FY26, setting new rec-
ords in both volume and value
despite challenging global
market conditions. Frozen
shrimp remained the indus-
try’sdominantexport category,
generating ¥49,037.93 crore
($5.62 billion). It accounted for
40.19 per cent of total seafood
export volumes and 66.52 per
cent of total export earnings in
dollar terms.

15 vessels carrying urea, DAP, sulphur
crossed Hormuz after US-Iran truce

SANJEEB MUKHER|EE
New Delhi, 5 July

The government on Sunday
said that 15 vessels bound
for India, carrying fertilisers
and key raw materials used in
their production, have crossed
the Strait of Hormuz since
tensions between Iran and the
US eased.

According to an official
statement, these vessels
include eight carrying 0.33
million tonnes of urea, four
carrying 0.25 million tonnes of
Di-Ammonium  Phosphate
(DAP), and three carrying 0.11
million tonnes of sulphur.
Their arrival over the next few
days is expected to signifi-
cantly boost the country's fer-
tiliser stocks.

Sources said around 20
vessels carrying fertilisers and
related inputs for India had
beenstranded for several days
ontheothersideof theStrait of
Hormuz due to the Iran-US
conflict. Since tensions eased,
15 vessels have crossed the
strait, while five more are
awaiting  passage.Of the
remaining five vessels, three
are carrying urea and one is
carrying ammonia, all of
which are scheduled tosail for
India in the coming days.

“One vessel is carrying
25,000 tonnes of ammonia,
while another is carrying
45,000 tonnesof urea. Loading
of urea is currently underway
on two more vessels, while
another vessel is being loaded
with sulphur. The arrival of
these shipments will further
strengthen the country’s ferti-

mentsaid.
The government also said
that, following sustained

efforts, natural gas supplies to
fertiliser plants—which had
fallen to around 65 per cent of
requirements immediately
after the conflict—have now
been fully restored.

“Consequently, all urea
plants across the country are
operating at full capacity,
resulting in a significant
increase in domestic produc-
tion,” the statement said.

India produced around
2.09 million tonnes of ureain
April 2026, exceeding the
target of 2.03 million tonnes.
Production rose to 2.51 mil-
lion tonnes in May against a
target of 2.25 million tonnes,
and further increased to 2.53
million tonnes in June, sur-
passing the target of 2.46 mil-
lion tonnes.

“Overall, in the first
quarter of FY27 (April-June),
India produced 7.15 million
tonnes of urea against the
target of 6.78 million tonnes,
exceeding the target by 0.36
million tonnes,” the state-
mentadded.

In addition to urea, India
produced 0.98 million tonnes
of DAP during April-June
against a target of 0.86 million
tonnes. It also produced 2.07
million tonnes of NPKS and
1.35 million tonnes of Single
Super Phosphate (SSP) during
the same period.

Asaresult, fertiliser stocks
have risen to more than 51 per
cent of the estimated kharif

BOOSTING INDIA-QATAR TIES

External Affairs Minister S Jaishankar and Qatar’s PM
i Al-Thani revi
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trade,
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security, in Doha on Sunday
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Stressed Assets Resolution Group, Corporate Centre, The Arcade”
2nd Floor, World Trade Centre, Cuffe Parade, Mumbai - 400005

TRANSFER OF STRESSED LOAN EXPOSURES TO THE ELIGIBLE
BUYERS (PERMITTED TRANSFEREEs/NBFCs/Banks/FIs/ARCs)
THROUGH e-AUCTION

State Bank of India invites Expression of Interest (EOI) from Eligible
Participants subject to applicable regulations issued by Reserve Bank of
India/regulators for transfer of Stressed Loan Exposures of 1 account with
Principal Fund Based outstanding of319.09 Crore (Rupees Nineteen Crore
and Nine Lac only) through e-Auction on “As is where is”; “as is what is”;
“whateverthereis” & "without recourse” basis.
Al Interested Eligible Participants are requested to submit their
willingness to participate in the e-Auction by way of an “Expression of
Interest". Eligible Participants are advised to execute Non-Disclosure
(as per ¥ N
Disclosure agreement is not executed, please contact on e-mail id
dgm.sr@sbi.co.in. Kindly visit our Banks web site https:/sbibank.in and
clickonthelink “SBIin the news>Auction Notices>ARC & DRT" for further

1 with
theusuallevel of around 33 per

liser stocks,” the official state- ~ cent, the government said.

CORRECTION

The review of We the People: A History of the US Constitution
by Jill Lepore — headlined US @ 250: Originalist Sins and pub-
lished on July 4 — incorrectly described the reviewer, Shreekant
Sambrani, as a Delhi-based writer and culture critic. He is an
engineer and economist who has taught at the Indian Institute
of Management Ahmedabad and helped set up the Institute of

Rural Management in Anand, Gujarat. The error is regretted.

e-Auction or modify e-Auction date or any terms & conditions at any
stage, without assigning any reason by uploading the corrigendum at
https://sbi.bankin (click on thelink “SBlinthe news>Auction Notices>ARC
T ision ofthe Bankin thi
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Demand for
talent returns
inIT sector
after3months

SHIVANI SHINDE
Mumbai, 5 July

What was once a predict-
able talent absorption
engine, India’s Information
Technology (IT) services
sector has become increas-
ingly unpredictable. After
recording one of its weakest
hiring months in June, the
sector is witnessing a 14 per
cent month-on-month
increase in active technol-
ogy job openings in July,
according to a report by
staffing firm Xpheno.

The report, Active Tech
JobsOutlook, said the Indian
IT sector’s active talent
demand in July 2026 is
expected to return to levels
last seen in February 2026.
The 14 per cent month-on-
month rise marks the first
increase after three consecu-
tive months of declining
demand.

June hiring was also
impacted by developments
related to migrant talent in
the US, the report noted.

“Indian tech sector’s
active  talent demand
remains highly elastic and
nearly unpredictable in
terms of short-term losses
and  recoveries. July’s
demand outlook, rising 14
per cent over the previous
month, marks the first
upward movement after a
quarter  of  sustained
monthly declines. July is
also set to record the biggest
month-on-month recovery
seen over the last 15
months,” said Kamal Kar-
anth, co-founder of Xpheno,
aspecialist staffing firm.

Karanth added that
the year-on-year (Y-0Y)
decline in demand has mod-
erated compared with the
previous quarter.

that the Thirty First Meeting of
(31" AGM") is convened to be held on Thursday, 30" July, 2026 at 11.30 A.M
through Video Conference ("VC")/ Other Audio Visual Means ("OAVM") facility
in compliance with the applicable provisions of the Companies Act, 2013 read with
Rules framed thereunder and various oculars ssued by the Miniiy of Corporale
ffairs from time to time including ral Circular Nos. 09/2024 dated 19"
September, 2034 and 03/2025 categ 2 September 2025 read i varont
dreulars Issued by the Securies and Exchange Board of ndia (SEBI) under the
SEBI_(Listing obhgauons and Disciosurs. Requirements) Reguiations, 2015
mcludmg the Master Cicular No. SEBUHO/CFDIPoD2/ CIRIPI2023/120 defed 117
Jul cular No. /CFD/CFD-PoD-2/P/CIR/2023/167 dated 7"
Octoer 2023, EBHOICFDICHD.PaD-BIPICIR/2094 155 dod 3 O 034

1I&FS Engineering and Construction
Company Limited

CIN: L45201TG1988PLC008624

Regd. Office: D.No.8-2-120/113, B-Block, 1* Floor, Sanali Imo Park, Road No. 2,
Banjara Hills, Hyderabad - 500033 | Ph: 040-40: 3;
Fax: 040-40409444; Email: cs@ilfsengg.com; Web: www ilfsengg.com
NOTICE OF 37" ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING AND
E-VOTING INFORMATION

NOTICE is hereby given that the 37" Annual General Meeting (‘AGM’) of the
Company will be held on Friday, 31 July, 2026 at 11:30 A.M. (IST) through Video
Conferencing (‘VC')/ Other Audio Visual Means (‘OAVM'), in compliance with the
applicable provisions of the Companies Act, 2013, and the rules made thereunder
(‘Act”) and the Securities and Exchange Board of India (Listing Obligations and
Disclosure Requirements) Regulations, 2015 read with all the applicable circulars
on the subject matter issued by the Ministry of Corporate Affairs (“MCA”) and the
Securities and Exchange Board of India (“SEBI”) to transact business(es) as set out
inthe Notice of AGM dated 27" May 2026 without the physical presence of Members
at a common venue. The Company will also additionally provide one-way webcast
forth fthe AGM.

(the Circulars”) without

2.In terms of MCA Circular/s and SEBI Circularls, the Notice of the 31°AGM and the
Brimil Roportforthe randilyeer 202526 including the Audited Financial Statements
for the year end arch, 2026 (*Annual Report) has been sent by email o hose

rs whose Sman adtirasacs a6 registered wi

and Annual Repun 1o the Members have been ispensed with vide MCA Circular's
and SEBI Circulars.

3.Members hold in physical form or form, as on the
cut-off date of 23” July, 2026 may cast their vote electronically on the Ordinary and
Special Resolution(s), as set out in the Notice of the 31"AGM through electronic

r ) of Cenral D imited ('CDSL").

Allthe members are informed that:
(i)~ The Ordinary and Special Resolutions, as set out in the Notice of the 31°AGM,
will

i) * July

(il dnesday, 29" July,

(iv) The cut-offdate, for determining the elgibily fo vote through remote e- Volmg o
throughthe e-Voting system during the 31°AGM, is 23” July, 2026;

() Any person, who becomes Member of the Company after the Notice of the.
31"AGM by email and holding shares as on the cut-off date i.e. 23" July 2026,
may oblain the login D and password by sending a rquest at

v, if a
person s already registered with o e, Voting, then existing user
ID and password can be used for casting vote:

(v) Members may note that: (a) the remote e-Voting module shall be disabled by
CDSL after the aforesaid date and time for voting and once the vote on a
resolution is cast by the Member, the Member shall not be allowed to change it
subsequently: (b) the Members who have cast their vote by remote e-Voting
prior o the 31“AGM may partcipalo.in he 31 AGM through VG/OAVM Facilty

shall not be entitled to cast their vote again through the e- Voting system
ing e S1°AGN (0 the Members partipating I 1he 31 AGM and who had
ttheir ting, shall be entitled to cast their

e-Voing system during the 31°AGM: and (d) a person whose name is recorded

in the Register of Members or in the Register of Boneial Ouners maintained
ailthe facility

of remote e-Voting, participating in e S YA hrough VGIOAVM Facilty and

e-Voting durig the 31°AGM;

8 The Notioeofthe 31"AGM andthe Annual Report are avaiable on the websitef

e Company athip 106/

ual-Report-2025-26. pdf and the website of BSE Limited at www. resindatom

and NSE Limited at wiwnsoindia.com. The Nolice of the 31°AGM and the

annual report is also available on the website of CDSL at
https://www.evotingindia.com; an

(Vi) If you have any queries or issues regarding attending AGM & e-Voting from the
e-Voting System, you may refer the Frequently Asked Questions (‘FAQs") and

i jindia.com, ur write

mIST;

an email to helpdesk evoting@cdslindia.com.
(i) Al gievances connected withth falty for voling by slecronic means may be
t Dalvi, St. Manager, (CDSL,) Central Depository
S  (Incl) meed A Wing 25in Fioor, Maathon Futurex. Mafatial Ml
Compou i Marg, Lower Parel (East), Mumbai - 400013 or send an
email tohelpdesk evoting@edsindia.com orcall on 1800 2109 911
Those Members holding shares in physical form, whose email addresses are
not registered with the Company, may register their email address by sending,
scanned copy of a signed request letter mentioning name, folio number and
Complete. adirass, sel oo scanned copy of the PAN Card: and self
R Card, Drving License,
Electon Identiy Card, Passport) n suppart of the addfess of the Membor as

In accordance with the MCA & SEBI Circulars, the Notice and Annual Report have
been sent to all the members whose e-mail IDs are registered with the Company/
Depository Participants. These documents are also available on the Company’s
website at www.ilfsengg.com, website of the Stock Exchanges i.e., BSE Limited and
National Stock Exchange of India Limited at www.bseindia.com and
www.nseindia.com respectively and on the website of National Securities
Depository Limited(NSDL)(agency for providing Remote e-voting facility) i.e,
www.evoting.nsdl.com. The Company completed dispatch of Notice and Annual
Report on 1 July 2026.

Aletter providing weblink for accessing the annual report for the financial year 2025-
26 has been sent through ordinary post to those Members who have not registered
their email id with the Company/Depositories.

Members can participate and attend the AGM only through VC/OAVM facility.
Members attending the AGM through VC/OAVM will be counted for the purpose of
reckoning the Quorum under Section 103 of the Act. The detailed instructions for
attending the Meeting are provided in the Notice. The Members are requested to
carefully read all the Notes set out in the Notice and in particular, instructions for
joining the AGM, manner of casting vote through remote e-voting or e-voting facility
atthe AGM.

Members whose names are recorded in the Register of Members as on the cut-off
date i.e., Thursday, 23 July 2026 shall only be entitled to avail of the facility of
remote e-voting/e-voting at the AGM.
Allthe members are informed that:
LT .

)onTuesday, 28" July 2026.

2. The remote e-voting shall end at 5 PM(IST) on 30" July 2026.

3. The remote e-voting module shall be disabled for voting after the date and time
mentioned above. Once the vote on a resolution is cast by a member, the member
shallnot be able to change it subsequently.

4. Any person, who acquires the shares and becomes the Member of the
Company after the dispatch of Notice of AGM and holding shares as on cut-ff
date may obtain login 1D and password by sending a request to
evoting@nsdl.com or to Company or Registrar and Share Transfer Agent (RTA) at
einward.ris@kfintech.com. However, if the member is already registered with
NSDL for e-voting, then such member can use his/her existing User ID and
password for casting his/her vote.

5. ho have cast their vote by te [il

period, may also attend and participate in the AGM but shall not be enlllled tocast
their vote again.

6. The Company has appointed Mr. Sabyasachi Panigrahi of M/s S Panigrahi &
Associates., (Membership No. FCS 4522), Practicing Company Secretaries, as
the Scrutinizer for conducting the e-voting process in a fair and transparent
manner.

7. Pls. keep your updated email id registered with the Company/your Depository
Participant to receive timely communication. The Company has also published a

dated 29" June 2026 in newspapers to facilitate updation of email

registered with the Company, by emai in. Members
holding shares In demat for can update their email address with their
Depository Pariicipant.

4. The Register of Members and the Share Transfer books of the Company wil remain
closed from Friday, 24"July,2026 to Thursday, 30" July, 2026 (both days inclusive)
forannual closing

For JAIPRAKASH POWER VENTURES LTD.

Mahesh Chaturvedi

General Manager &

Date : 4" July, 2026 COmpar% Secretar

| Place : New Delhi

Cs : 3188

1Ds by members who have not registered the same.
For IL&FS Engineering and
Construction Company Limited

Sd/-
Rajib Kumar Routray

Place: Gurugram Company Secretary & Compliance Officer

Date: 6" July, 2026
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